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Coimbatore: In a green tribu-
te to the late singer S P Balasu-
brahmanyam, Siruthuli, anen-
vironmental NGO, would crea-
tean urban forest in the city.

The initiative was laun-
ched on the Siruthuli campus
near Valankulam on Thursday:
Named ‘SPB Vanam’, the ur-
ban forest would have 74 speci-
es of trees to mark 74 years of
SPB’slife.

SPB’s son S P Charan and
sister S P Shailaja participated
in the inaugural event through
video conferencing and expres-
sed their gratitude. “Tam hono-
ured. I am touched by the love
and affection shown to my fat-
her;” Charan said.

FAVOURITE FOREVER Siruthuli, an envnronmental NGO would
create an urban forest named SPB vanam in the city

Vanitha Mohan, managing
trustee of Siruthuli, says the
SPB Vanam would feature tre-
es that are used for musical in-
struments. Along with these

saplings, there would be sthala
vrikshams of temples that SPB
had visited and sung. A cham-
paka tree, symbolic of hisbirth
star Ayilyam, would also find a

place in the urban forest. Each
tree would be named after a po-
pular song sung by SPB.

Charan planted a jackfruit
sapling, while Shailaja planted
a mango sapling. The wood of
these two trees are used exten-
sively to make musical instru-
ments. Maestro A R Rahman
and singer Srinivas, meanwhi-
le, paid their tribute through a
video clip. Representatives of
SPB Fans Charitable Founda-
tion also participated in the
event.

The initial plan was to set
up the SPB Vanam on four
acres land within the Coimba-
tore Central Prison, with the
inmates nurturing the sap-
lings. Prison officials were
scheduled to participate in the
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event. Siruthuli had in the past
created a ‘Kalam Vanam’,
which the inmates are maintai-
ning, in the prison.

But the site was changed at
the last moment on Thursday.
A representative of Siruthuli
said, “We would find an alter-
native space and shift the sap-
lings from our campus.”

The event was organized to
coincide with the late Presi-
dent A P J Abdul Kalam’s 89th
birth anniversary. A statement
from Siruthuli said the urban
forest would house trees such
as red sanders, rosewood, ne-
em, mahogany; silver oak, san-
dalwood, teak, pungai, karung-
ali, kadamba, bamboo, marud-
ham, magizham, vanni, naaval
and manoranjitham.
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